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the capital. The regent's forces numbered some
2,500 men, and the 1,500Reformers seemed panic-
stricken at the sight of the advancing army. They
had hoped that Leith, which the royal troops
must pass, would strike a blow for the Reforma-
tion, but Leith had tamely surrendered. The
Congregation in the capital also proved unwilling
to fight, and Mary of Guise found herself again
in possession of her capital without a single
engagement having been fought.
The absence of fighting is a feature of the
Reformation in Scotland. Both sides still hoped
for a compromise, and were anxious to avoid
bloodshed. The plan to place another ruler on
the throne had been hatched by only a few of the
leaders of the Congregation, and was unknown
to most of the Reformers. By far the greater
number of the Protestant army did not think of
themselves as in rebellion, but that fiction would
be impossible to sustain if the armies clashed.
Although the Regent had gained possession of
the capital, she knew that her position was weak,
since the Reformers had previously gathered an
army which outnumbered hers, and could gather
it again. She therefore proposed a truce on
generous terms. For six months the Protestants
were to undertake to obey the laws of the realm
and not to interfere with Catholic institutions ;
she, for her part, promised that during that period
no French troops would be introduced into the